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Welcome to the latest issue of “In the
Sticks” the newsletter of RuRAD, Rural Real
Ale Drinkers. We hope you enjoy reading it.

If you want to receive a copy electronically,
e-mail s  nugdave@outlook.com.

For current & previous issues log on to
www.dgmhall.me.uk/rurad. You can also find
c o p i e s o f t h e n e w s l e t t e r o n t h e
L o u g h b o r o u g h C A M R A w e b - s i t e
(www.loughboroughcamra.co.uk/newsletters)
along with digital copies of other local beer-
centric publications.

Beer & Pub News
Peak Ales brewery have taken on their first
p u b , t h e Lamb at Holymoorside, near
Chesterfield, which is a wonderful, two-
roomed traditional village pub. The former
hosts were Pat and Alan Goucher who ran it
for 36 years since buying it from Home Ales.
They had recently been looking to retire and
fortunately, a local villager, who wanted this
pub to survive as a traditional local, bought it.
He contacted Rob and Debra Evans, owners of
Peak Ales, who agreed to take it on. This is
great news and I will shortly be off to check
it out as it's always been a top favourite of
mine in the past. I wish mine hosts every
success in the future and will raise my glass
to this great pub's survival. The Didler.

As one door closes, another one opens: the
Pump It Up micro-pub in Belper closed its
doors for the last time on Sunday 6th March.
The reason given by the leaseholders,
Matlock Wolds brewery is that the business
was no longer proving to be viable due to low
footfall. This is the second closure along this
stretch of road after the Belper Tap closed
last October. As for the door opening, a lot
of progress has been made to the Last Post

in Derby but due to the extra cleaning
needed, an opening time is now looking to be
around Easter. Sooty.

A new micro-brewery in Chesterfield is about
to release its first ales in the Chesterfield
Arms on the 1st & 2nd April. Josh Clarke, who
l e a r n e d h i s c r a f t a t Bramptons a n d
Thornbridge breweries, established his
Resting Devil brewery in a room behind the
Chesterfield Arms where his wife Emma is
the licensee. Drinkers in Chesterfield will
probably know that the Chesterfield Arms
regularly features 10+ cask ales on the bar of
which three will now be dedicated to Resting
Devil beers. Josh hopes that any surplus can
be kegged or bottled for local distribution.

T h e Cross Keys, Nottingham, along with
Copper ( C i t y ) a n d Copper (Mapperley),
formerly owned by Great Northern Inns, have
been taken over by the RedCat pub company.
This is reported as being "an investment
vehicle founded by former Greene King chief
executive Rooney Anand" and it made its first
acquisition in March 2021. It has since bought
42 pubs from Yates's and Slug & Lettuce
operator Stonegate. It's not clear what this
means for the Trent Navigation pub and
brewery near Trent Bridge which still appears
to be owned by GNI. The Didler.

Despite its closure by Magpie Brewery at the
end of January, it seems that the Crafty
Crow in Nottingham is likely to be taken over
by the Pub People company, based in Alfreton.
Operations Director Andrew Crawford
informed "In The Sticks" that: "We are at an
advanced stage in the negotiations with the
landlord regarding a new lease at the Crafty
Crow and would hope to be able to re-open

the pub in early May after a small
refurbishment, if everything goes to plan.
The bar will still focus on cask and craft beer
with a particular emphasis on an exciting
range of local and regional micro-brewed
products".

Mick Ward at the Angry Bee, Heanor has
informed "In The Sticks" that the business is
up for sale. He is expecting to complete the
year-end books and get a valuation which
might take the process through to the early
summer. There are several interested parties
and the premises will remain as a pub.

While in Heanor, your editor called in at the
Crown Inn recently and found 5 ales on the
bar: Timothy Taylor Knowle Spring, Bradfield
Farmers Blushed, Whim Flower Power, Stancill

Conversion a n d Robinsons Dizzy Blonde.
Definitely worth a visit if you're in the area.

After a period of closure following the death
of landlord Stewart Austin, the Puss In
Boots, Windley, re-opened in early December.
The pub has been in the same family for
about 30 years and is now being run by
Stewart's widow Josie and her twin sister
Megan with support from other family
members. For those who don't know, this is a
traditional pub - wooden panelling, beams,
open fire etc - with two rooms, one of which
is dog-friendly. Cask ales on the bar are
restricted to Bass and Pedigree only.

Amber Valley POTY, which was announced on
3rd March, is the Talbot, Ripley with the
Dead Poets, Holbrook and Angels Micro-pub,
Belper coming in 2nd and 3rd. Congratulations
go out to all concerned.

Contributors: Bald Eagle, Charisma Bypass,
Chris P Duck, The Didler, Jedediah Trippe,
Snug Dave, Sooty
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Beer Festival News
Titanic brewery have installed a new manager
at the Old Poets Corner, Ashover with the
aim of reviving the fortunes of this
characterful pub. Stephen Stacey contacted
"In The Sticks" recently to announce the
return of its beer festival to be held over the
Easter week-end (14th-17th April).  Beers are
promised from Oakham, Blue Monkey, Castle

Rock, Ossett, Thornbridge, Kelham Island
and Ashover plus the usual Titanic range on
the bar. Music is to be provided by What
Katie Did Next, The Black Hands and
Saguaro.

In The Papers
According to an article in the Derby
Telegraph dated 23rd March, the White
Swan in Ockbrook is to receive a £120k
investment from owners Star Pubs & Bars.
The current licensees, Joanne Kershaw and
Michael Lewis, took over the pub in 2019 and
they have reportedly increased the footfall
significantly since then. The pub will be
closed on 28th March but is expected to re-
open before Easter.

CAMRA Golden Awards
To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
organisation's founding, CAMRA have created
a set of Golden Awards (People, Pints [ie.
Breweries] & Pubs) which have been awarded
on a regional basis. The recipients of the
Golden Award in the People category for the
East Midlands are as follows: Andrew Ludlow
(Nottingham), Bill Tidy (Loughborough & N
Leics), Frances Lock (Nottingham), Karl
Tecklenberg (Northamptonshire), Nottingham
Branch of CAMRA, RuRAD (Rural Real Ale
Drinker) "In The Sticks" & Tim Williams
(Derby).

The Royal Oak, Ockbrook is also included in
the National Pubs category.

RuRAD Pub of the Year
The RuRAD Praesidium are proud to announce
that the winner of the RuRAD POTY for
2022 is the (drum roll) Old Oak Inn, Horsley
Woodhouse for an unprecedented 19th year
running. What is more astounding is that they
won this year's competition with an
unbelievable 98.8% of the popular vote which
by a strange coincidence, was the proportion

of the German population who voted for
Hitler's National Socialist Party in the
parliamentary elections of March 1936.
Obviously there was no jiggery-pokery in that
election any more than there was in the
RuRAD POTY vote. Congratulations are
extended to Tracy Creighton and her team
although she admitted that it was becoming
difficult to find wall space for all the
certificates. In second place was the Royal
Oak, Ockbrook with 2 votes. Rodders and Del
Boy have now been sent away for re-
education.

The Generalissimo of the RuRAD Junta
regrets to inform readers that the process
by which the RuRAD POTY is chosen cannot
be revealed for reasons of security. The
j u d g e s ' d e c i s i o n i s f i n a l a n d n o
correspondence will be entered into. So
there. Thbbfftt.

Out & About
Many thanks go out to all the contributors
who have submitted articles to “In The
Sticks” in recent weeks. It is not possible to
include all of them but they all appear on the
“Out & About” page of the RuRAD web-site.
See accounts of trips to Leicester (Chris P
Duck), Boston (Chris P Duck) & Chesterfield
(Big Al) along with pieces that have appeared
in print.

Nottingham Visit, 14th December
Arriving by train we soon found ourselves at
t h e Cross Keys, a traditional city street
corner pub by the tram lines with overhanging
trees which features mainly Navigation ales.
I had their Rebel and American IPA, with 2
other Navigation ales plus London Pride also
on alongside a cider and around a dozen keg
lines. A good start and we then walked to the
Kean’s Head which is one of several Castle

Rock pubs in the city. Situated on a narrow
tree lined street by the churchyard, it
surprisingly held only 2 Castle Rock ales –
Sherwood Reserve and the inevitable Harvest

Pale but had a very interesting range of
guest ales. I had Bristol Beer Factory

Fortitude with others being Siren Craft Brew
Yu Lu, Five Points Pale, Shipstones IPA and
3 cider lines. Apparently it was once a lace
factory which was not much of a surprise
being located in the Lace Market area. Next,
it was on to another attractively fronted pub,

the GBG Fox & Grapes which again was a
Castle Rock re-creation of an older pub.
With 4 Castle Rock ales available, I was
tempted by the curiously named Brass Castle

Snow Eater with Milestone Honey Porter and
Almasty Believe IPA (from Newcastle) being
the other guests. It’s a lot easier to
appreciate these classic pubs when quiet on
midweek afternoons.

Our next call was in Sneinton at the GBG King
William IV, known locally as the King Billy.
This striking Victorian street corner
independent pub has a central bar with
several unspoilt drinking areas on quarry tiled
floors. Here I had Lost Industries Nightswim

in preference to 2 each of Oakham and Black
Iris ales. Great ambience here with good beer
and a very friendly welcome. Just along the
street is the Partizan Tavern, a micro-pub
which only opened this year, the name hailing
from an association with the Belgrade
football club whose logo appears all over the
pub. I had a good chat with the landlord here
as all 4 of us went for the same choice of Old
Brown Mouse from Three Blind Mice - it was
good enough for 3 of us to have the same
again. Given more time the Lenton Lane Pale

Moonlight, Atom Bragg’s Law and Marble Stout
would no doubt have been partaken.

Back in the Lace Market, we visited the Angel
with its own micro-brewery. This is a listed
building, possibly not properly appreciated in
the dark and I believe had 3 Angel cask ales
but it was quite crowded and difficult to get
to the bar to view the poorly defined pump
clips. Not sure about the ale quality as one of
our group thought my probable IPA was a
cider so enough said. There is a vast
collection of vinyl LP records which were
playing, causing some people older than us to
dance at 5.00 pm so I dread to think what it
is like later on. In addition to this, a
travelling salesman unsurprisingly failed to
interest any of us (but maybe the dancers?)
into buying a fez. On to the Six Barrel
Drafthouse, which we did not enjoy as much
as previous pubs with the lack of atmosphere
in a managed house. The beer selection was
O K w i t h Little Critters, Black Sheep,
Navigation and Castle Rock, whilst I had a
Woodforde's Wherry. The GBG Newshouse
was also somewhat disappointing with
Shipstones, Burton Bridge, Black Iris and



Castle Rock to select from. On to our
penultimate pub, the GBG Vat & Fiddle which
is another Castle Rock place near to the
railway station. With 8 Castle Rock and 5
guest ales this was a superb selection of
which I had Turning Point Radio Nowhere

Pale Ale and one from Bang The Elephant
which I failed to record the name of - other
guests were from Pentrich, Beermats and
North Riding. A knowledgeable barman
enhanced our visit with his personality and
advice. The last call was inevitably going to be
the GBG Beerheadz as it’s in a station
building. Only 3 cask ales on but a lot of long
names for a small selection – I had Great
Newsome Prickly Batch Otchan & Frothingham

Best with Ashover Blackberry Stout also on.
Overall a very good day out with no pubs not
worthy of a return and plenty more still to
visit. Chris P Duck.

More Heritage Pubs, 14th Jan
The purpose of this trip was to visit three
more CAMRA Heritage pubs in and near to
Macclesfield. I was joined by Apollo on this
occasion and we set off at about 11.00 from
Belper on a dry but quite foggy day.
Fortunately, the sun broke through and quite
soon dispersed the mist. First call was at the
Harrington Arms in Gawsworth which was one
of many Robinsons pubs in the area. The
three-storey building, parts of which date
back to the 17th century, is attached to a
working farm and until 2007, both were run
by the same family. Comprising four main
rooms, each with its own individual character
(and number) and all with fireplaces. We
settled into the impressive Tap Room with its
red and black quarry tiled floor, scrubbed
wooden tables and wall benches. The latest
addition to the pub's accommodation was the
former farm kitchen featuring a range with 8
ovens. To the rear is a large garden with its
own bar looking out over fields (although you
can still hear traffic on the busy A536).
Beers on offer were exclusively from
Robinsons (which is normally the case):
Wizard, Dizzy Blonde, Unicorn and Trooper.

We then headed into Macclesfield, found
free parking (yay!) and walked to the Castle,
hidden away on narrow, cobbled Church
Street. The frontage is white painted brick
made to look like a Tudor half-timbered
house. This is another multi-roomed pub with

a lot of wood panelling and bench seating. We
were made very welcome by the charming
barmaid and were surprised to learn that the
pub had only re-opened 4 months ago
(September 2021) after having been closed
for 8 years! The owner had wanted to convert
the building into flats but the Grade II
listing specified that it had to be kept as a
pub. It's difficult to imagine how much effort
went into restoring this pub while retaining
its original character. We settled into the
small Snug while the barmaid, and later, the
chef, attempted to keep the fire alight. Ales
on offer were from Wincle a n d Storm

Brewing (Macclesfield) plus Titanic Plum
Porter. We also sampled the excellent sausage
rolls which it was revealed to us later were
actually vegan - we were assured however
that the home made pork pie did contain bits
of pig. The pub doesn't currently do meals
but they expect to offer a range of snacks
when the kitchen is up and running.

The last of the pubs on the itinerary was the
Holly Bush at nearby Bollington. Although
this appears in the Geoff Brandwood book of
Heritage Pubs published in 2013, it no longer
appears in the on-line listing. This may be due
to some of the original 1930s features having
been lost during a refurbishment in 2016.
However, the work has been done by
Robinsons to a very high standard and the
pub still features wood panelling, parquet
flooring and tasteful wall coverings -
"Brewer's Tudor" style it's called apparently.
We again settled into the Snug to enjoy
Robinsons Unicorn and Old Tom, the latter at
8.5% only being permitted in half pint
measures (although you could have two of
them). The barman and locals at the bar were
friendly and were happy to share information
about the pub while we were there. Snug
Dave.

Hartlebury, Stourport & Bewdley
On the morning of January 15th I met up
with Trigger, HH and the legend that is the
Didler at Derby train station for the typically
woefully inadequate 10.31 Cross Country train
to Birmingham (I don’t think I’ve ever sat
down on a train to Birmingham, though
Trigger and I did have the luxury of standing
in 1st Class!). On arrival we took a rather
circuitous route to Moor Street station
where we connected with the 11.30 train to

Worcester, alighting at Hartlebury, and
immediately calling in at the GBG Tap House,
which is incorporated in the station buildings.
It is the home of Hartlebury brewery, which
is adjacent, and had 4 of their beers available
plus a couple of guest beers. Naturally we all
went for the Hartlebury beers with me going
for Hartlebury Hooker and Bitter Strikes Back

with both, though being quite similar, in fine
form. From there we took a walk to the
White Hart Inn, as it was in the vicinity, and
found 3 ales on hand-pump with Enville Ale

being in good order.

To say there is a paucity of public transport
in this area is an understatement so HH (who
was taximan) got us a taxi to Stourport-on-
Severn where our first port of call was the
BOA (Brothers Of Ale) brewery, which was
absolutely fantastic with 7 of their ales on
hand-pump and a couple being tried by
everyone. I started with The 7 and I think we
all finished on VVD oatmeal stout, a superb
drop. Then it was a short walk, negotiating
(just) the unfeasibly busy roads, to the GBG
Black Star where there was a group of lads
dressed up as golfers hogging the bar, much
to HH’s annoyance. There was a good
selection of 8 ales on hand pump, with a fair
few from Wye Valley of which I plumped for
the Wholesome Stout, mmmmmmm. From here
the day began to go south as the GBG Swan
only had 1 of its 5 or 6 wickets in use and
that was dispensing Wye Valley HPA so we
didn’t linger.

We must have then waited half an hour for a
taxi that was on its way when Trigger called
(though they didn’t say where from), to take
u s t o Bewdley and drop us at the GBG
Brewery Tap, which in fairness, was well
worth it when we got there. 5 Bewdley beers
were on offer and 2 or 3 could have been
tried but too much time had been lost so we
had to make do with just the 1 -William

Mucklow's Dark Mild which was outstanding. 

Then it was on to the Real Ale Tavern, which
had 9 beers on hand-pump but quality was
definitely lacking. Trigger and I went for
Golden Duck Nelly’s ‘Port’ Stout, which wasn’t
very good and Didler wasn’t impressed with
his Mallinsons beer either. We moved on to
the Mug House but didn’t linger and finished
off in the GBG Great Western to find 5
beers on the go but we were hastily moved



away from the bar and told it was table
service only. This turned out to be rather
shambolic, as if hastily introduced to combat
some new unknown pandemic. After our brief
glimpse at the beers the barmaid seemed to
expect us to remember them so she reeled
them off including Black Christmas, which
turned out to be Goffs Black Knight and

Bewdley Numbers, which turned out to be
Bewdley 2857. I guess the names of beers
are more important to some than others. She
did however sort us out a taxi, which she said
she’d give us a shout for if she saw it pull up!
She said we’d got about half an hour to wait
so HH & Didler managed to get another drink
in but by the time she’d come back for mine &

Triggers I thought it too late so decided to
go and stand outside for the taxi in case she
missed it. We got a slightly earlier train back
to New Street but still had to wait for the
18.49 back to Derby, which we did get a seat
on! Back in Derby, HH and I called in the
Brunswick for a swift couple of halves before
heading off into the night. Rodders.

Beer Festival Diary – Near and Not so Near
30th Mar-10th Apr. Wetherspoon Real ale Festival. All Wetherspoon pubs. www.jdwetherspoon.co.uk
31st Mar-2nd Apr. West Bridgford Hockey Club Beer Festival. Loughborough Road, West Bridgford

31st Mar-3rd Apr. Dark Side of the Room (part 2) Dark Beer Festival. Angels Micro-pub, Belper. 13+ ales
31st Mar-3rd Apr. The Wheeltapper 2nd Gluten-Free Beer Festival. 60 Woodgate, Loughborough. 40+ ales + kegs

1st-2nd Apr. The Great Derbyshire Beer Festival. The Chocolate Factory, Siddals Road, Derby, www.greatderbyshirebeerfestival.co.uk
14th-17th Apr. Old Poets Beer Festival. Old Poets Corner, Ashover.

14th-17th Apr. Station Beer Festival. Station Inn, Station Street, Sutton Coldfield. 20 craft & real ales
14th-18th Apr. Doncaster Brewery & Tap Festival. 7 Young Street, Doncaster. 18 ales, 3 kegs

15th-17th Apr. Staffordshire Beer Festival. Uttoxeter Racecourse, Wood Lane Uttoxeter. Ale, cider, craft & bottles
15th-18th Apr. Hope Valley Easter Beer Festival. The Old Hall, Market Place, Hope, Derbyshire. 50+ ales

22nd-24th Apr. Great Campbell Street Beer Festival. Arkwrights Bar & Tylers Bar, Belper. 40 ales
29th-30th Apr. South Notts Real Ale Festival. Nottingham Moderns RFC, Main Road, Wilford. (Wilford Village tram stop). 50 ales

29th Apr-1st May. Sheffield Students Union Beer & Cider Festival. Cask, craft, cider
29th Apr- 2nd May. Pig Charity Beer Festival. The Pig, 20 Tamworth Street, Lichfield. Live music Fri/Sat

29th Apr-2nd May. Royal Oak Beer Festival. 55 Green Lane, Ockbrook. 20+ beers + ciders, mostly locally sourced
29th Apr-2nd May. Hope Valley Early Bank Beer Festival. The Old Hall, Market Place, Hope, Derbyshire. 50+ ales

30th Mar.-2nd Apr. Wandsworth Common Beer Festival, Le Gothique Bar, John Archer Way, Windmill Rd, Wandsworth
1st-2nd Apr. Oldham Beer Festival. The Queen Elizabeth Hall, West Street, Oldham. 60+ ales, cider/perry

6th-9th Apr. 44th Newcastle Beer & Cider Festival. Students Union, 2 Sandyford Road, Newcastle. 120+ ales, 40 ciders & perries
7th-9th Apr. 9th Isle of Man Beer Festival. Villa Marina, Douglas, Isle of Man. 120 ales, cider/perry

8th-10th Apr. Camra Members Weekend, Eastbourne
9th Apr. Mally Spring Festival. Mallinsons Brewing Co, 65-71 Lockwood Road, Huddersfield. Beer, cider, food, music

14th-16th Apr. 36th Egham Beer Festival. United Services Club, 111 Spring Rise, Egham, Surrey. 60 ales
14th-18th Apr. Charters Easter Beer Festival. Town Bridge, Peterborough. 20+ ales, 15 ciders

15th-18th Apr. Dragon Inn Beer Festival. 51 The Tything, Worcester
21st-23rd Apr. Maltingfest. Osborne Park, Newton Abbot, Devon. 220+ cask, 70+ keg + cider

21st-24th Apr. Chorley Pubs Beer Festival. 14 Pubs involved
28th-30th Apr. 14th Skipton Beer Festival, Skipton Town Hall, High Street, Skipton. 70 ales
28th-30th Apr. Hull Beer Festival. Hull Minster, 61 Market Place, Hull. 135+ ales, 30 ciders

28th Apr-1st May. Barnsley Beer Festival. Maison de Bier, Lower Castlereagh Street, Barnsley
29th Apr-1st May. Blackburn Beer Festival. Blackburn Rugby Club. 60 ales, cider, wine, gin, street food

29th Apr-2nd May. St Richards Canal Festival. Netherwich Basin + Vines Park, Droitwich Spa. 20 ales, 15 ciders
30th Apr, Wyre Valley Real ale trail. www.realaletrail.co.uk

6th-7th May. Macclesfield Craft Beer & Gin Festival. Macclesfield Rugby Club, Prior Lane, Macclesfield
6th-7th May. Coventry Beer Festival. Coventry Rugby Club, Butts Road, Coventry. 70+ ales, craft, cider

We advise confirmation of dates and times before attending the above festivals, as changes may occur.

Well that’s all for this issue folks. If you have any info or news which could be included in a future issue of “In the Sticks” please contact
Charisma Bypass on 07891 365887 or Snug Dave at snugdave@outlook.com by the 23rd of the month.

Edited by Snug Dave
Many thanks to all our contributors and the “In The Sticks” distribution team: Bald Eagle,The Baron, Big Foz, Charisma Bypass, Del Boy, Jedi,
HH, Konrad, and Sooty. Apologies if I've missed anyone. Thanks also to our advertisers without whom this newsletter would not get published.

Disclaimer: All offers that appear in this newsletter (not that there are any) apply to new readers only unless otherwise stated. The RuRAD
Executive reserves the right to withdraw these (non existent) offers at any time without notice. Additional supplements and charges may apply.
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