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In The Sticks
Welcome to the latest issue of “In the
Sticks” the newsletter of RuRAD, Rural Real
Ale Drinkers. We hope you enjoy reading it.
If you want to receive a copy electronically,
e-mail snugdave@mail.com.
For current & previous issues log on to
www.dgmhall.me.uk/rurad. You can also find
copies of the newsletter on the
Loughborough CAMRA web-site
(www.loughboroughcamra.co.uk/newsletters)
along with digital copies of other local beercentric publications.

Despite the optimism expressed in the
previous issue, this will be another on-line
only issue. Life for the hospitality industry
has just become a bit more difficult following
the government announcement on 21st
September but at least the pubs can remain
open! Sadly, the rules don't allow for
distributing leaflets and newsletters in case
they are agents for transmitting the virus.
Ho hum.... I wonder of you can get War Cry
on-line?
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regular newsletter distributors, who went off
to New Zealand with Mrs Trippe to visit their
daughter. That was in March and they are
still there waiting to have an extension to
their visas approved. At least it's coming on
to Spring out there!
Oh yes, and I've been in my new job for one
whole year. So Happy Birthday to me!

Before continuing, I'd like to send special
greetings to Jedediah Trippe, one of our

selling it as it's their family home and they
will continue to live there but she wanted to
thank the many friends and customers for all
the support over the years. One local said
that it was another great Ilson institution
gone. It's a great shame but a sign of the
times - and more so in these particular times.

Beer & Pub News
The proprietor of Tom Said, Tom Soar,
together with Mr Soar Snr. is establishing a
home for his Flathead Brewery on the Monk
Road Industrial Estate between Alfreton and
Somercotes and are celebrating the new
venture with a beer festival from 8th to 11th
October (see details below). Up to now, Tom
has been “cuckoo brewing” at Imperial but
has now bought a 2½ Brewers Barrel (BB) kit
which will be installed at the new site. The
aim is to use the premises for brewing during
the week and open it as a pub at the weekends.
A new bar, the Factory Floor opened in
Sheffield on 4th September. It is located at
92 Burton Road (a 2 minute walk from the
Gardeners Rest) adjacent to the Neepsend
Brewery from where its “tank beer” is piped
directly into the pub [No, I'm not sure what
that means either. Ed]. The bar also features
a unique “drip infusion” system.

T h e Tap & Growler micro-pub in Hilltop
(Eastwood) has finally re-opened. It has
taken some time due to the work involved
inside to make it Covid safe. Wishing Carrie
a l l t h e v e r y b e s t . Roots micro-pub in
Kimberley has also now re-opened and it's
good to see it back up and running once again.
Another permanent closure due to Covid is
t h e White Lion at Brinsley which has
featured in the Good Beer Guide and had a
good reputation for its high quality food. It
was associated with Barlow's Butchers in
nearby Newthorpe but due to a lack of
customers it has now ceased trading.
The Red Lion at Fritchley re-opened on 3rd
September and the current hours are
Thursday to Sunday from 4.00 pm. There was
no real ale on the opening week-end but it was
expected to be reintroduced in short order.
The Tram Inspector, who submitted this
news, was of the opinion that without more
support, this pub's future could be in doubt.

However, the good news is that due to an
influx of articles from contributors, proving
that people are indeed getting out and about
again, this will be a bumper 6 page issue. Just
don't give me any grief about quality not
quantity!
It should be noted that because of changes
to government rules as regards pubs and
bars, any opening hours given in this
newsletter should be treated with a certain
amount of caution.

Free Copy

T h e Erewash Hotel on Station Street in
Ilkeston has called last orders and won't be
re-opening due to it not being viable in the
current climate. It's been family owned for
26 years and has been closed since March.
Mrs Whitehead, who owns the pub, won't be

The Cliff Inn at Crich, which has never reopened since lockdown was imposed in March,
is currently now undergoing refurbishment.
They are stripping the walls right back so it
looks like a thorough job and the end result
should be interesting.
As a result of the report in the September
issue of “In The Sticks” about the pricing

strategy at the Old Black Swan in Crich, the
majority of the ales are now pegged at £3.80
- apart from TT Landlord, which is expensive
to buy, and stronger beers like Thornbridge
Jaipur. Of course it might have been nothing
to do with that report but rather discontent
expressed by the clientele? One regular
reported to “In The Sticks” that “This is a
major improvement as the Old Black Swan is
a brilliant pub, better still for the new beer
garden, so it's really good that prices are
more reasonable.” [But still not cheap though,
eh? Ed].

It seems that the MoCa Bar in Matlock has
re-opened (mid-September) but no longer
sells cask ale. A recent Facebook post stated
that...
“We have a new concept now which is street
food and beers from around the world. We
have plenty of beers & ales, some I’d never
heard of.... We have removed hand pulls for
real ale only. We have 11 alternative beers on
draught.”

very popular. Our last brewer rebranded it as
ESB as he did not consider it an IPA somehow the taste changed even though the
recipe had remained the same, or so he
claimed. The week after, our Porter Tuffers
Old will be in the cellar after an absence of
probably 18 months. We are also working with
Derbyshire Life Trust to produce a beer to
coincide with their release of beavers on the
Willington Nature Reserve around late
October. I've no idea what it will be called
but I think "Beaver Boots - a dam good beer”
has a ring to it.”

Covid. Open: Thurs. 5.30-10.00, Fri. 12.004.30 + 5.30-10.00, Sat. 12.00-4.30 + 5.3010.00, Sun. 12.00-6.00. Tickets £5 including
glass
&
beer
list.
E-mail:
tomsaidripley@gmail.com. On Trent-Barton
routes: The Nines, Rainbow One and H1.

The Spirit Vaults, formerly the Blue Bell Inn,
Melbourne, re-opened its doors at the end of
August after a major refit. The pub is now
home to a micro-brewery called Morgan
Brewmasters, formerly Shardlow Brewing Co.
which ceased brewing in 2019. Three of their
ales can be found on the bar: Vaults Gold,
Vaults Dark and Reverend plus a guest.

Alex & Chris Wilbraham at the Holly Bush,
Makeney have decided not to have their
annual October beer festival this year due to
al l t he p rob l ems a n d cha l le n ge s t he
Coronavirus brings. Instead they are having
tap takeovers throughout October as follows:

28th Oct-1st Nov. 9th Furnace Dark vs Light
Beer Festival. Duke Street, Derby. 8 dark
ales + 8 light ales. Open from 4.00 pm.
Let's hope that the latest set of restrictions
don't conspire to rain on their collective
parades.

T h e Wheel in Ticknall and the Unicorn at
Newton Solney remain shut.

1st-3rd, Shiny & Tiny Rebel
8th-10th, Arbor & Black Iris
22nd-24th, Oakham & Abbeydale
29th-31st, Thornbridge & Bristol Beer Factory

A sharp-eyed reader spotted a report in the
Sheffield Star saying that Hulleys of Baslow
are launching a new bus service (the
SnakeX57) between Sheffield and
Manchester starting on 25th October. As the
name implies, it runs along the Snake Pass...
so good luck with that in winter! But in the
summer, it could provide a useful way of
reaching some of Derbyshire's more remote
pubs.

Also, included in the series of events
presented by Derby City Council under the
banner Derby Market Place Alfresco Dining,
is the Beer Sessions from 15th to 18th
October.
The
web-site
(www.derbymarketplace.co.uk) claims that it
will be “Offering a great selection of the
best real ales from microbreweries in the
local area”. Tables must be booked in advance
and beer is priced at £1.75 per half pint.

Contributors: Aron37, Bald Eagle, Charisma
Bypass, The Didler, G-Rhod, Snug Dave, Steve
Copestake, Tram Inspector

They also recommend popping next door to
t h e Remarkable Hare for cask ale and, in
their turn, the Remarkable Hare notified its
followers that the MoCa Bar had re-opened!
Looks like they're connected or maybe just
supporting each other?
It was noted on a recent visit to the Kings
Head at Duffield, that there were 4 real ales
on t h e b a r : Pedigree, Oakham Citra, TT
Landlord & Thornbridge Jaipur. Food is now
served in the pub from Angelo's restaurant.

Letters to the Editor

It is rumoured that the Wheel in Holbrook is
going to be turned into a hairdressing salon
and café.

OK, so there was only one letter to the editor
but I was pleased to receive the following
from subscriber Alan Johnson...

The Mill and Brook in Long Eaton no longer
offer CAMRA discount. The only cask ales
currently available at the Malt Cross in
Nottingham are St Austell Tribute and Oakham
Citra.

Beer Festival News
“In The Sticks” is pleased to report that
three pubs in the Derby area are having beer
festivals in October. Many thanks to Sooty
for the information:

Cellarman and part-time “Assistant to the
Brewer”, Steve Copestake at the Boot in
Repton sent in the following...

7th-10th Oct. 33rd Brunswick Beer Festival,
Station Approach, Derby. ±30 ales + ciders.
Table Bookings required. Tel 01332 290677
or see website www.brunswickderby.co.uk.

“On Monday 28th September at the Boot we
have our IPA coming out of the fermenter for
the first time in 3 years. Up until then it was

8th-11th Oct. Tom Said Beer Festival, Unit 2a
Monk Road Industrial Estate, Alfreton. 16
ales, 8 ciders. Ticket only sessions due to

Reading the September issue, I was intrigued to hear
about the Tollgate Brewery site since we were
scheduled to be visiting the area while down from
Galloway, where we now reside. We visited, having
had a fine walk around our beloved Calke Abbey
grounds, on a fine day – perfect for sitting out in their
capacious yard. It wasn’t busy so we (and the
barman) felt relaxed. Our favourite tipple was the
California Steam and we took advantage of their very
accommodating take-out (4 pint container only 50p).
All this reminded us of the days we were regulars at
the Saracen’s Head down the road at Heath End.
Right through to the late 1990s the landlord was
dispensing pints of Draught Bass from a jug without

ever spilling a drop!
Alan Johnson (aka Tomatoman)
Galloway

RuRAD Travellers Tales
A Cautionary Tale
On a Sunday in September the Mrs and I
decided to call in at the Golden Eagle on
Agard Street after it had been recommended
to us. We found a selection of some 3 or 4
Black Hole beers plus Titanic Plum Porter
which is their regular beer. The Plum Porter
was in good nick but the only problem I had
was, after checking the pricing board, I
found out that I had paid 10p extra for
drinking 2 halves. When I asked the bar staff
why this was, I was told it was the pub's
policy?? In my book a pint is a pint whether
it's served in 2 half pint glasses or a pint
glass.

way and was not overcrowded. On the bar
here were Abbot, IPA and Black Sheep Best
Bitter. A pint of the latter was consumed and
in good nick. During our visit to The Windmill
last year there were three guest ales
adorning the bar. Three other GK pubs were
visited during the week: the Dirty Duck
which is usually full of jobbing actors from
the currently closed RSC, the P e n &
Parchment, a fairly large pub with a decent
sized outside seating area to the front, and
the Rose & Crown, which used to be a sports
orientated pub owned by Taylor Walker. These
three pubs had no guest ales available and
were totally reliant on GK wares for ale
drinkers. So the host's IPA was supped in all
three.
Fuller's Brewery of Chiswick own two pubs in
Stratford. On the Sunday we had pre-booked
a roast lunch in the Old Thatch Tavern, a
quaint old pub with two casks at your disposal
instead of the usual four. Gale's Seafarers and
London Pride were the options and a couple of
pints of the Seafarers were quaffed, which
went down well with my meal. We made
several other visits to "The Thatch" and the
beer was in good form all week long. The
other Fuller's pub is the historic White Swan
Hotel. On offer there were Fullers ESB, Dark
Star Hophead and London Pride. One each of
t h e ESB and the Hophead were consumed
with both being in good condition.

We then tried the Furnace on the way home
but only found 2 cask beers on, both Shiny. I
suppose this was because the pub was shut
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday and they were
running the beers down in preparation, so it
was in and out of this pub. We finally settled
on the Peacock for our final drink, and we
weren't disappointed as the drop of White
Shield was excellent and went down a treat.
Charisma Bypass.

Staycation in Stratford
Me and my wife recently spent a week long
(post lockdown) "staycation" in Stratford
upon Avon and whilst there I was asked to do
a survey for my local (Erewash Valley)
CAMRA branch. Stratford is predominantly a
Greene King town with five of their pubs in
the centre. However, getting a guest ale in
any of them is not like it was last year, no
doubt as a result of the current Covid
pandemic.
Our first GK pub was The Garrick and
reputedly the oldest inn within the town. We
had a light lunch here and available on cask
were Abbot, IPA and thankfully Hill Climb from
Prescott which, as in previous visits, was in
tremendous condition. The next GK pub
visited was the Windmill which, even though
in the town centre, it is far enough out of the

Near the River Avon is the Encore owned by
M&B. It has the feel more of a wine bar than
a pub but had two casks available which were
Pure UBU by Purity and Doom Bar, so the UBU
was my choice and tasted excellent. Space is
at a premium here even though it is a fairly
large venue and you may have to wait to be
seated. In previous visits here over the years
it had been renowned for its unreliable beer
quality so we were pleasantly surprised! An
unexpected gem tucked away from the main
streets is the One Elm. Four sticks on the
bar dispensing TT Landlord, GK Old Golden
Hen along with Pure UBU and Mad Goose
from Purity. The Mad Goose was in fine fettle
t h ou g h p r o b a b l y a t a d w a r m e r t h a n
recommended. Payments here were strictly
card only!
An episode to forget was our visit to the

Cox's Yard on the banks of the Avon. You are
asked to register on their website for
ordering drinks. After a long protracted
registration process, I noticed that the two
casks on the sticks, Pedigree and Wainwright,
were not accessible to purchase via their
page! On enquiring as to why not, I was told
both beers were not on! Turn the pump clips
around then! As it was hot and having
registered I had a Stowford Mixed Berries
cider instead!

One place which has certainly changed after a
massive refurbishment is the Falcon Indigo
Hotel. Previously open to the public through
an entrance in Chapel Street, the
Woodsman's Bar has to be accessed via the
hotel's main foyer situated on Scholars Lane.
The bar was serving two ales, Hooky from
Hook Norton and the house beer called
Woodsman's Gold which was apparently Hook
Norton's Gold rebadged. The beer was spot on
and not as expensive as I was anticipating! A
face covering had to be worn on entering the
hotel and whilst moving around. On Ely Street
there are two pubs, The Keys and the
Queen's Head. Firstly, The Keys had just
the one cask on offer which was Butcombe
Original and was not too bad to be fair, better
than I was expecting. Secondly, the Queen's
Head had three cask options in Wye Valley
HPA, Doom Bar and TT Landlord. I opted for
the HPA and even though it was palatable it
was definitely the least well kept ale during
our week.
Now, IMHO the second best pub in Stratford
was the Bear Freehouse situated within the
Swan's Nest Hotel and managed by the
adjoining Bistrot Pierre. A former GBG
entrant and branch POTY now hopefully
returning to its former prime. There was
plenty of choice here including Shakespeare
Brewing Bard's Best, North Cotswold Cotswolds
Best and the house beer The Bear which, I
was reliably informed by the bar staff, was
North Cotswold Windrush Ale rebadged. Other
beers here included Old Hooky, Doom Bar and
Landlord. I sampled all but the last two named
ales and all were in top condition. A face
covering had to be worn on entering, leaving
or going to the toilets because it is within the
confines of the hotel.

The best pub in Stratford for us and by a
country mile unsurprisingly was the Stratford
Alehouse! It is conveniently situated on
Greenhill Street for both the town's train
station and main bus stops. We popped in just
the seven times over as many days, and it had
a great selection of ales all served to a high
standard. Offerings from breweries such as
Oakham, Brew 61, Fixed Wheel, North
Cotswold, Thornbridge, Morton, Froth Blowers
a n d Milton were available during our visits,
pl u s Bass. My two favourite beers besides
Jaipur were as follows: Hornswoggle IPA
(5.0%) by Froth Blowers and King Kelly Stout
(4.5%) by Fixed Wheel.

We did not visit the JDW Golden Bee as the
Mrs had noticed several local press reports
about issues connected to social distancing
since re-opening. Regarding the "booking for
drinks" aspect, any pubs we visited solely for
drinks, we did not pre-book and neither did
we see anyone being turned away for drinks
even in the gastro led pubs which favour
bookings. First come, first served! In my
opinion, that's how all pubs should operate,
especially those that are not food led, just
like the y have done for ma ny, many
generations. Big Al.

pubs on my list due to some places having
limited opening hours or had closed up shop
completely including the Quiet Woman and
the Early Grey Inn. The Spout Brew House
wasn't open but looked interesting although
it's more of a café bar and only sells craft
beer on tap and in bottles.

cask ales on offer: Marble Lagonda, Redwillow
Nelson Southern Cross Pale Ale and the
regular Old Mill Bitter, brewed by Whim. But I
decided to ring the changes and tried a
couple of the 10 craft beers on the bar: Full
Circle Repeater ( 4 . 2 % ) a n d Harviestoun
Schiehalion (4.8%).

I called first at the Red Lion which has an
open-plan layout and is largely set up for
serving food. It's a Hydes brewery house and
had three of their beers on tap (Original,
Lowry and Portuguese Bock) plus one guest –
which also happened to be from Hydes (Old
Indie)! Not much of a guest really, is it? My
Original was fine and only cost £1.15 for a
half! I then moved on to the Black Swan
which is a typical town centre pub rather in
the Wetherspoons mould with lots of TVs
showing Sky Sports. Only two ales on the bar
and these were from Jennings and Bank's. I
had a half of the latter which cost me the
princely sum of one British Pound – actually it
should have been £1.05 but I didn't have the
change so the barman put the 5p in for me! I
passed the time listening to local gossip
including a story about a 96 year old woman
who had smoked all her life – but when she
started to get dementia, she forgot that she
was a smoker and gave the habit up! It's an ill
wind, eh?

After a break for fish & chips I call at
Brewce's, a micro-pub but again, offering
only craft beer. I managed to fly headlong
into the bar due to an unseen kerb which
rather broke the ice with the locals! Rather
unusually, beer is served only in thirds, twothirds and pints so I sampled thirds of
Oedipus Mama (4.5%) and Delirium Tremens
(7.5%) and listened to the entertaining
banter from the punters and the barman –
Bruce perhaps? Unfortunately, Den Engel
next door was closed on the days I was in
town.

Walking on to the main shopping street, I
called first at the Cock Inn (Joules) and then
the Roebuck (Titanic) across the street. The
Cock Inn has the look of a traditional pub
with lots of wood panelling, tiled floors and
leather chairs. Only the three regular beers
were on: Pure Blonde (3.8%), Pale Ale (4.1%)
a n d Slumbering Monk (4.5%). I passed the
time listening to the delightful barmaid
helping two senior citizens with their phones.
The Roebuck, an attractive multi-roomed pub,
had 6 Titanic ales on the bar plus Everards
Tiger and my Iceberg (4.1%) and White Star
(4.5%) were both excellent.

Leek After Lockdown, Sept 2020
Since pubs in general were opening their
doors, I decided to have a couple of days
away from Derby and headed off to Leek, a
town I hadn't visited since 2013! The Premier
Inn is conveniently located in the centre of
town so I parked the car and explored Leek
on foot. I hadn't realised what an attractive
town Leek is nor that it had such a rich
industrial heritage (textiles with silk being
particularly important). Many of the old mill
buildings have been preserved and often
converted into apartments and business
premises. I also found 6 Blue Plaques
celebrating people and buildings of historical
significance and I wasn't even looking for
them. Oh yes, and there are many fine pubs
too which cater for a wide range of tastes.
Since it was still very much early doors, I
made a circular tour of the town centre –
much of it pedestrianised – and discovered
that I wasn't going to be able to visit all the

Later in the day, I called at the Old Mill
Smokehouse which, with its accompanying
restaurant, occupies two floors of a former
textile mill. It had the feeling of a cellar with
lots of exposed brickwork although it was
only a little below street level. This is
essentially a craft beer bar but had three

The following day, after a slow start, I went
out mid-morning to explore more of Leek as
very few pubs would be open until 12.00
(except for the Wetherspoons of course).
Wednesday was market day so I explored the
area around the market, admired more of the
fine buildings and then ventured into Brough
Park before meandering my way out to the
GBG Blue Mugge on the eastern edge of town.
This is a charming multi-roomed pub and was
obviously very popular with diners. It was
table service only so I didn't get to see the
beer list before ordering. The young waitress
wasn't sure either so went away and then
reported back that they had Bass, Doom Bar
and Titanic Plum Porter. The bloke across from
me said I couldn't go wrong with Doom Bar....
I had a pint of Bass and it was in good nick.
Coming back into town I stopped at the GBG
Fountain Inn which is another charming pub
comprising one main room with seating around
the edge plus two old-fashioned fireplaces
which look as if they are used in the winter.
There were 6 ales available including Bass,
Salopian Oracle and Burton Bridge Stairway To
Heaven. It seemed to me that many of the
drinkers were locals and there was lots of
lively banter to listen to and I was made
welcome. In fact, it was dawning on me that
Leek is a very friendly town.

The next pub on my list was Cobblers which
was quite busy I thought for a Wednesday
although perhaps it being market day had
something to do with it. They had 4 ales on
offer (which I failed to record) and I had Sir
Philip (4.2%) from Wincle. After a break back
at the hotel, I went out to Benks which is a
traditional locals pub with only 2 ales
available: Bass and Bradfield Farmers Blonde
(4.0%). The friendly landlady had only reopened her doors at the beginning of
September and admitted to finding the new
situation quite stressful. Normally she would
have a choice of 4 beers but, of course, these
aren't normal times. I was planning only to
have the one beer but lingered to listen to
the entertaining stories including one about
her grandmother, 96 years old and obviously
suffering from dementia! Could it be the
same woman as mentioned earlier?

I then moved on to the GBG Wilkes Head
which is a very scruffy and somewhat
ramshackle boozer (WhatPub calls it “rustic”)
whose proprietor bears a striking
resemblance to Catweasel. It's a Whim house
and had Hartington Bitter (4.0%), Hartington
IPA (4.5%) and Flower Power (5.3%) on the
bar plus one guest which happened to be
Father Mike (5.8%) from the Brunswick in
Derby. I sampled the Hartington Bitter which I
should have sent back, but didn't. The Flower
Power was better.

ales were Black Iris Bajan Breakfast, Abbeydale
Deception, Salopian Kashmir and Grasshopper
Cricket. As was to become a regular theme it
would have been easy to stay but we got the
bus on to the Miners Return. This basic but
friendly bar was already busy and I enjoyed
m y Old Sawley Jobber with Tollgate Rasputin,
Blue Monkey Infinity a n d Castle Rock Brian
Clough also on. Back on the bus again to
Giltbrook and the popular Caught & Bowled
for a good chat with the enthusiastic landlord
and a particularly good Bristol Beer Factory
Fascination. On the bar he also had Shiny
Golden Best, Vocation Pride & Joy and Oakham
Citra. We walked from here to Hilltop where
the street corner Pick & Davy was a first for
me. We were able to sit in the outside shelter
and I enjoyed Grasshopper Devil’s Horse. Also
on the bar were Stancill Barnsley Bitter, Black
Iris Snake Eyes with more regular Castle Rock
Elsie Mo and Oakham JHB & Citra. It was then
just a few yards from here to the Tap &
Growler with Acorn Barnsley Bitter for me in
this well screened interior. Yet more
different ales with A r b o r Massive Azacc,
Shiny Thunderbridge, Bristol Beer Factory Milk
Stout and Oakham Citra again.
A short bus ride then to Eastwood and firstly
the Gamekeeper’s which offered 3 pale ales:
Kelham Island Pale Rider, Dancing Duck DCUK
and Black Iris Snake Eyes. The beer was OK
but it was the most disappointing pub of the
day with far too many people in for the
current restrictions and we soon drank up and
moved on. We were also less impressed at
Mellor’s Mews which is a bit of a bland bar
down a passageway with a moderate ale
selection of Lenton Lane Pale Moonlight,
Castle Rock Elsie Mo and Bass. On to the Dog
& Parrot which is a bit large to be classed as
a micro-pub but we only just managed to get a
table as it was so busy. Here I had a good
Aurora Constellation with Castle Rock Brian
Clough, Navigation Black & Blue, Eclipse &
Mango Blonde completing the selection with 3
sticks unused.

I ended the day back at the Old Mill
Smokehouse but that was mainly because it
looked like a good place to get some food –
and indeed it was. All in all, and I don't
suppose this will come as a surprise to many
people, Leek is a great pub town as not only is
there a great choice of venues, the people I
met were unfailingly friendly and welcoming.
Snug Dave.

Kimberley to Ripley by Micro-pub
I met up with bottle writer John in Derby
and then with recently retired Ady in Ripley
to catch the 11.45 Rainbow bus to Kimberley
to start our tour. Beginning at Roots
Emporium, we sat at rustic wooden tables
surrounded by local beer memorabilia and old
me ta l s i g n s . I ha d Bristol Beer Factory
Fortitude which was an excellent start - other

Then the bus on to Langley Mill and the
Bunny Hop where I had Bang The Elephant
Podsnappery. We sat in the beer garden here
and noted other ales as Milestone New World
IPA, Grasshopper Nymph and Dancing Duck

Dark Drake. We also passed the re-opened
Railway but did not have time to check it out
on the way back to the bus stop so that’s for
another time. The bus took us up the hill to
Heanor where our first call was at the Angry
Bee. This was very busy but we were allowed
to take refuge in the café next door although
it was closed. My Alter Ego Mr Brown was
excellent - also on the bar was a good
selection of Whim Dougal (which was new to
m e ) , Flower Power & Hartington IPA plus
Leadmill Slumdog. Around the corner for my
first visit to the Crooked Cask with steep
steps to the bar and plenty of available seats.
I ha d Castle Rock Sherwood Reserve with
their Screech Owl, Dancing Duck 22 and the
aforementioned Podsnappery as alternatives.
Across the road to the Redemption Ale
House where we found seating upstairs and it
was so comfortable we indulged in 2 drinks
here. I had Welbeck Kaiser and Totally Brewed
Four Hop Men Of The Apocalypse (what a
mouthful). Making up probably the best
selection of the day were Black Iris Endless
Summer, Shipstones Original, Ludl ow Black
Knight, Salopian Golden Thread and Leadmill
American Girl.

Yet again it was back to the bus and the Tip
Inn at Loscoe. By this time the wheels were
starting to come off (not the bus
fortunately) and my notes became somewhat
less comprehensive. Now run by Alter Ego,
their Mr Brown, Incognito & Blonde Protagonist
featured alongside Bottle Brook Charlatan and
S h i n y Wrench. I believe that I had the
Charlatan but not sure. Finally we arrived into
Ripley where Ady baled out before we did the
last couple of pubs. In Ripley’s Little Ale
House t h e y h a d Grasshopper, Shipstones,
Tollgate and Leatherbritches but I failed to
record what I had and in Tom Said I made no
notes at all but I think I had an Arbor ale.
Overall perhaps we tried to do too much as it
tailed off towards the end but it’s a good job
that we only drank half pints all day. None of
the pubs were unworthy of a further visit and
most we could have easily stayed longer - with
over 30 different breweries represented and
well over 50 different ales, what’s not to
like? Chris P Duck.

Ceredigion, 11-16th September
Following my Shrewsbury stay I travelled to
visit my brother in his new house for the
first time. He now lives at Llangeitho, a small
village between Lampeter and Tregaron. The
sole village pub is the GBG Three Horseshoe
(yes no ‘s’ on the end) with the landlord
originating from Nether Heage. Knowing
beforehand that he was an avid Rams fan, I
took him a Rams No 6 away shirt from
1988/89 from the days when the same shirts
were worn every week. I had subsequently
worn this myself when playing for the works
team and kept the shirt after the team
folded. Apparently it is now very valuable and
the landlord accepted a bid of £250 from a
collector which is to be donated to the Motor
Neurone Disease Association due to the shirt
being worn by the late Rob Hindmarch. It will
in due course appear in an official collection.
On the ale side there was just one ale, being
either Wye Valley Butty Bach or HPA whilst I
was there. It was decent quality and judging
by the pump clips on the wall, a great
selection has passed through over time. Due
to the car travel involved I was not able to
take in as many pubs as I would have liked.
After a coastal walk to Llanon we visited the
White Swan and sat outside in superb
sunshine. The ale here was M a n t l e Rock
Steady served from bag-in-a-box due to the
shortage of cask ale - this was excellent.
The next day after a hill walk we called at
the GBG Talbot in Tregaron which was due to
host the Eisteddfod this year but of course

it was cancelled. Again outside in the beer
garden sunshine, the ales took ages to arrive
and were 2 from Evan Evans although I could
not tell what the barman said they were. The
2 other pubs here were not tried.
That evening my brother and I drove to
Llandewi Brefi and the New Inn which is a
basic stone built pub with a slate floor and
real fire but apparently also has a function
room and guest rooms. The sole ale here was
Fel info el Double Dragon which was OK.
Although I signed in, the social distancing was
poor with about 8 people sat at the bar.
Across the road the Foelallt Arms did not
open Sundays which was perhaps a blessing as
there was a Double Diamond sign on the outer
wall.
The next day we travelled by a scenic local
b u s i n t o Aberystwyth f o r t h e v e r y
reasonable cost of £5-40 return for 40
minutes each way. Starting with a long queue
for fish & chips, I then walked to the end of
the North Bay to the GBG Glendower Hotel
for a good welcome and sat outside looking
out over the sea with Mantle Rock Steady &
Moho plus Wye Valley Butty Back also on. Back
into the town where we found that the Castle
Hotel had no ale on 3 sticks and an
alternative pub was closed for renovation.
Fortunately the Bottle & Barrel had opened
earlier than advertised so I was able to sit on
a trestle table in the street outside with
some of the students starting to return to
Uni. After a long thirsty walk a pint of
Tinworks Old Castle Pale Ale did not last long
and I then ordered 4 different keg ales on a

£5 pint platter - Geipel Bock, Mumbles Red
Dragon, Steel City Burn The Kirsch and a cider
called Talking Horse. An excellent welcoming
venue and obviously very popular with the
student influx. I then returned to the GBG
Ship & Castle which I had already passed
before opening time for a quick half of
R o o s t e r s London Thunder w i t h Northern
Whisper Yammerhouse the most interesting
of the other 4 cask ales. Finally I targeted
the JDW Hen Orsaf due to its proximity to
the bus stop - along with the usual ales there
were 3 Purple Moose ales of which I had
Glaslyn Ale which was moderate but at £1-39
for a pint I could not really complain. There
were a lot of other pubs here but they did
not suggest too much hope for the discerning
ale drinker. The return bus dropped us
straight outside the Three Horseshoe so a
refresher was inevitable.
On our final day we visited the very popular
New Quay which is quite a tourist trap and
after a pleasant clifftop walk called at the
rather posh GBG Black Lion. The bar was very
disappointing with just Doom Bar (£4.00 a
pint) on the 3 sticks so as it was very hot
again I preferred the keg Sharps Offshore
Pilsner at £4-50 for a pint. The garden was
pleasant with sea views but I just had enough
time to try the more basic Seahorse near the
car park. I had half each of Evan Evans Cwrw
& the house ale which would surely have
tasted better if not in plastic glasses. Again
there were a few other pubs which should
have been as good as their GBG entry. Not a
lot of pubs around but there are a few more
to try on my next visit. Chris P Duck.

Beer Festival Diary – Near and Not so Near
7th-10th Oct. 33rd Brunswick Beer Festival, Station Approach ,Derby. ±30 ales + ciders. See page 2 for details
8th-11th Oct. Tom Said Beer Festival, Unit 2a Monk Road Industrial Estate, Alfreton. 16 ales, 8 ciders. See page 2 for details.
28th Oct-1st Nov. 9th Furnace Dark vs Light Beer Festival. Duke Street, Derby. 8 dark, 8 light ales. Open from 4.00 pm
We advise confirmation of dates and times before attending the above festivals, as changes may occur.
Well that’s all for this issue folks. If you have any info or news which could be included in a future issue of “In the Sticks” please contact
Charisma Bypass on 07891 365887 or Snug Dave at snugdave@mail.com by the 23rd of the month.
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extremities, loss of balance or coordination, slurred speech, temporary blindness, insomnia, profuse sweating, shivering, or heart palpitations.

