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In The Sticks
Welcome to the latest issue of “In the
Sticks” the newsletter of RuRAD, Rural Real
Ale Drinkers. We hope you enjoy reading it.
If you want to receive a copy electronically,
e-mail snugdave@virginmedia.com.

MAY 2020
pubs, cafés & restaurants may not open until
Christmas, I don't believe that either. So
expect life to return to normal somewhere
between mid-May & Christmas. You heard it
here first!

For current & previous issues log on to
www.dgmhall.me.uk/rurad. You can now also
find copies of the newsletter on the
Loughborough CAMRA web-site
(www.loughboroughcamra.co.uk/newsletters)
along with digital copies of other local beercentric publications.

This town, is coming like a ghost town - all
the pubs have been closed down. I doubt
whether the Specials ever thought how apt
their 1981 song would be nearly 40 years
later! Yes, OK, so I changed one word!
Anyway, having got that into your head, you'll
be humming it for the rest of the day. But
you could change it to Don't Stand So Close
To Me (The Police) or even Heaven Knows I'm
Miserable Now (The Smiths). I'm sure there
are a host of other coronavirus songs you
could think of.

On the 16th April, the government announced
that the restrictions would remain in place
for a further three weeks which takes us
through to early May. I don't want to be a
gloomy-guts but I don't see life returning to
normal quite then. However, despite the slew
of sensationalist headlines suggesting that

hand-pumps on the bar, 5 featuring DBC
beers plus 1 guest with craft beer also being
available. Obviously, they were obliged to
close barely a week later but are still open
for carry-outs – see the section below for
more details.
The planning application by Punch Taverns to
demolish the White Hart in West Hallam and
build five houses in its place was approved by
Erewash Borough Council at the end of
March.
Following the closure of the Junction Tavern
in Derby in line with government instructions,
Admiral Taverns have sold the pub to a
developer and plans have now been submitted
to Derby City Council to convert the property
to flats (Ref: 20/00266/FUL). A decision is
expected by 27th April.

It will come as no surprise that beer & pub
news is a bit thin on the ground but many
pubs and breweries in the local area and
nationally are still managing to trade under
off-licence regulations. A list of both can be
found further on in the newsletter.
I have also included a few more adverts in
this extended edition but so long as the
newsletter is not physically printed, then
there will be no charge.

As with the April edition of the newsletter,
this issue will only be available on-line but has
been extended to six pages to accommodate
more of the articles which I have in the
Articles Bank. I may regret this decision if
the lockdown situation carries on for too long.

Free Copy

The planning application to demolish the Sir
Barnes Wallace pub in Ripley and redevelop
the site has still not been approved and a
decision is now expected by 30th April.
“In The Sticks” would like to wish Michael
Hickman, Amber Valley Branch Membership
Officer, a very Happy 70th Birthday for
Easter Sunday (April 12th). Due to
restrictions, this milestone couldn't be
celebrated with his friends & colleagues but
he was definitely in their thoughts. Thanks go
to Nora Harper for alerting me to this happy
event.

I would also like to apologise for the
repeated references to web-sites, Facebook
and Twitter. I know that not all our readers
are “connected” but in the modern world, it's
where the information is. The annoying thing
about Facebook is that it doesn't much like
people checking information on its pages
unless you are signed up – Twitter has no such
restriction. Right, that's enough introduction
so let the entertainment commence...

Beer & Pub News
It's now more than a month since our
cherished pubs closed their doors although at
least one, the Blue Bell in
Sutton-inAshfield, continued to trade – serving
regulars & mates - until the police found out!
Derby Brewing Company’s long overdue opening
o f t h e Hole In The Wall micro-pub in
Mickleover finally happened on Thursday
March 12th. It was a well supported evening
as were the days that followed. There are 6

Where to buy beer: pubs
The following pubs are offering a carry-out
or delivery service for beer (and sometimes
other drinks & comestibles). More details can
usually be found on Facebook, Twitter or very

occasionally, the pub's own web-site.
Belper Tap, Belper. Cask ale, bottles & cans.
See Facebook for opening hours and stock.
Brunswick, Derby. Cask ale & bottles. Call,
01332-290677 or email
brunswickderby@aol.com to order. Collection
by time slot. Payment by card only.
Burnt Pig, Ilkeston. Cask ale, ciders, pork pies
& cheese. Generally open Fri & Sat, 11.00 am –
4.00 pm but check Facebook for stock
availability & details.
Creaky Floorboard, Derby. Cask ale, ciders &
pies. Call or text 07974-749517 to order.
Open 3.00 - 6.00 pm, Fri & Sat only (I think).
Dead Poets, Holbrook. Cask ale & bottles.
Call, 01332 780301 or email
deadgoodpubs@gmail.com to order. Collection
by time-slot. Payment by card only.
Dog & Parrot, Eastwood. Cask ale, cider &
lager. Open 12.00 pm - 4.00 pm but perhaps
not every day. Check Facebook for details.
Hole In The Wall, Derby (Derby Brewing).
Cask ale & cider. Order by Facebook Message
before 2.00 pm. Bring a container if at all
possible. Payment by card only.
Holly Bush Inn, Makeney. Cask ale & pies. See
Facebook for details or download the Real Ale
Finder App. Open every day (I think!). Bring a
container if at all possible.
Talbot Taphouse, Ripley. Cask ale, 9-pint bag
in boxes, Thurs to Sat. Order via Facebook
Message or on 07494-767374. You can also
watch Rob take a shower in beer he was
unable to sell!
Tip Inn, Loscoe (AlterEgo brewery). Cask ale.
Order via the Alter Ego on-line shop (link to
be found on the Tip Inn Facebook page). £20
minimum spend, local delivery within 10 miles
of DE75 7LF. Contact via Facebook Message.
You can buy Alter Ego tee-shirts and mugs as
well!
There are likely to be others which I haven't
heard about so I apologise in advance for any
omissions!

Where to buy beer: breweries
The following is a selection of local(ish)
breweries which are offering a collection or
delivery service. For a more complete list
visit the Beer Is Here web-site
(www.beerishere.org). Many thanks to Peter

Gurd for sending me the link. The first port
of call for each brewery is its web-site but
you should also check Facebook for more upto-date information.
Abbeydale, Sheffield. Mini-kegs & cans.
Minimum order £25. Free delivery in
Sheffield.

Titanic, Burslem. Bottles & cans. Order via
the on-line shop for delivery (allow 7 days).
Or visit the Brewery Shop, 11.00 am -3.00
pm, Mon-Sat.
Totally Brewed, Nottingham. Cans only.
Order via the on-line shop by Wed. 12.00 for
delivery on Thurs. 5L bag-in-a-box also
available from Kraft Werks.
I would also like to draw your attention to the
Adventure
Beer
Company
(https://adventurebeer.co.uk) which sells
beers (bottles & cans) from mainly small
breweries within a 30 mile radius of
Nottingham. Free local delivery (NG, DE7 &
LE11/12) on any orders over £15. Shipping
charges apply for deliveries further afield.

Castle Rock. Nottingham. Polypins, mini-kegs,
bottles & cans. Order from the Castle Rock
on-line shop for collection (drive-through),
Thur, Fri & Sat, 10.00 - 12.00. Delivery also
available by MSR Newsgroup. For more
information or to place an order, e-mail:
info@msrnews.co.uk or call 0115-958-1735.
Dancing Duck, Derby. Mini-kegs, bag-in-a-box
& bottles. Order via the on-line shop. Clickand-collect (brewery shop open 10.00 am 3.00 pm, Mon-Sat) or home delivery (minimum
order £20, delivery £3, within 6 miles
(approx) radius of Derby).
Derby Brewing. Beers available from the Hole
In The Wall micro-pub.
Leadmill, Heanor. 36-pint pins available for
collection from the Old Oak Inn, Horsley
Woodhouse. Call or (preferably) text Richard
Creighton on 07971-189915.
Leatherbritches, Ashby-De-La-Zouch. Bag-ina-box, 9-pint tins, bottles & cans. Order from
Matt on 07977-801060. Delivery, 10.00 am –
5.00 pm, Thurs & Fri. Minimum order £25.
Free delivery within 20 miles of LE65 2TA.
Lincoln Green, Hucknall. Buy from the
brewery shop, 10.00 am to 1.00 pm, Mon-Fri
BUT check in advance (0115-963-4233 or on
Facebook) because brewing takes precedence!
Also buy bottles from the Adventure Beer
Company (see below).
Lenton Lane, Nottingham. Polypins, mini-kegs
& bottles (although only bottles were
available when I looked!). Order via the online shop. Free delivery to selected
Nottingham postcodes. National delivery
planned for the future.
Matlock Wolds Farm Brewery, Matlock. Bagin-a-box, pouches & bottles. Order by phone,
text, e-mail or Facebook Message. Delivery up
to 10 miles from Matlock.
Nottingham Brewery, Boxes & bottles. Order
via the on-line shop.
Thornbridge, Bakewell. Bottles & cans. Order
via the on-line shop. Free delivery for orders
over £30.

Help for Publicans
While doing research for this edition of “In
The Sticks”, I started to wonder what help
pubs & publicans could get from the
government to help them through this crisis
in their industry, and it will probably come as
no surprise that it's all rather complicated.
As far as I can tell (at the time of writing),
this is how it works:
Under the Small Business Grant Fund (SBGF)
all eligible businesses in England in receipt of
either Small Business Rates Relief (SBRR) or
Rural Rates Relief (RRR) in the business rates
system will be eligible for a payment of
£10,000.
Under the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure
Grant (RHLG), eligible businesses in England
with a rateable value of up to and including
£15,000 will receive a grant of £10,000;
those with a rateable value of over £15,000
and less than £51,000 will receive a grant of
£25,000. Businesses with a rateable value of
over £51,000 are not eligible for this
scheme!
These grants will be disbursed by the local
authority automatically (but perhaps some
might need a helpful nudge according to
rumours I've heard).
The Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan
Scheme (CBILS) will help businesses with an
annual turnover of up to £45 million, to
access finance of up to £5 million for up to 6

years. The government will cover the first 12
months of interest payments and any lenderlevied fees and will also provide lenders with
a guarantee of 80% on each loan*. The
scheme is delivered through commercial
lenders, backed by the government-owned
British Business Bank. A similar scheme is in
place for large businesses with
correspondingly larger amount of money
available.
Pubs (well, all businesses which have been
forced to close really) can claim for 80% of
employee’s wages plus any employer National
Insurance and pension contributions, if you
have put them on furlough because of Covid19. Mind you, it seems they have to jump
through a lot of hoops first.
Businesses which are VAT registered and
have a VAT payment due between 20th March
and 30th June, can defer the payment until a
later date without interest or penalty.

excellent article by Colston Crawford
(Beerhunter) on the DerbyshireLive web-site
entitled “Our Beerhunter's view: The
Junction won't be the last pub to stay
closed”. The following extract has been taken
from this article:
“The hashtag #NoPubNoRent has been
popular (I think the word used is “trending”),
led by the intrepid Gloucester publican
Edward Anderson and championed as always
by long-time campaigner Dave Mountford, of
the Boat Inn at Cromford in Derbyshire.

“They point out this simple truth: rent is set
based on trade. Currently pubs have no trade,
through no fault of their own, so should
licensees pay rent? Morally, the answer is
obvious.”

HMRC has introduced a temporary measure
to help brewers and publicans destroy spoilt
beer and claim back any duty paid (or maybe
get a credit note, I'm not sure).
Please bear in mind that government policy
relating to Covid-19 could change at any time.
For all the details, you can visit the
government web-site (www.gov.uk) but be
warned, each page contains many links to
other pages and before you know it you've
got 20 pages open at the same time and you
really start to lose the will to live!
*There have been suggestions in the media
that this could be raised to 100%.

Finally I would like to quote messages from
two publicans – one also a brewer – who are
being impacted by the current regulations:

have been predicting.”

Correction
In the April issue of “In The Sticks” it was
reported that the Thorn Tree, Matlock was
the Matlock & Dales CAMRA Pub Of The Year
for 2020. This information was one year out
of date. This year's POTY is the Newsroom
on Smedley Street East in Matlock. Apologies
to Mark Beesley and all at the Newsroom for
the error.

RuRAD Travellers Tales
Before presenting a new set of Readers'
Stories (no, not those kind of stories), I
would like to draw your attention to a couple
of articles in the current edition of
Nottingham Drinker (April/May 2020, Issue
157) which is available on-line only at the
Nottingham CAMRA web-site. On pages 14 &
15, John Westlake summarizes a walking tour
of the real ale pubs to be found in Belper. I'm
sure that most readers know how good Belper
has become for pubs and ale in recent years
but it's a timely reminder for when the
lockdown restrictions are lifted. Also, on
pages 20 & 21, a poignant piece by Harry
Burton, who with his son Mick and their
families, kept the truly excellent Nelson &
Railway in Kimberley for close to 50 years
(1970-2019). I have used the pub on
countless occasions for both the ale and the
food and was appalled when, in 2006, Greene
King bought the Hardy & Hanson's/Kimberley
estate
and then immediately closed the
brewery. Ed.
Oh yes, the May/June issue of Derby Drinker
has been cancelled “due to lack of content”.

From Alex Wilbraham at the popular and
successful Holly Bush at Makeney:
“Our rateable value is 56K and whilst this
may be accurate other similar pubs have
lower rates due to flaws and inaccuracies in
the system and therefore qualify for the
grants. Very frustrating as we are a thriving
business within the community employing 26
staff yet the only help we can get is a loan!”
And from Matt Makins at the Tip Inn, Loscoe
and Alter Ego brewer:

#NoPubNoRent
Also while compiling this edition of “In The
Sticks”, I came across the disturbing news
that not only were the large pub companies
(eg. Ei Group, Marston’s, Greene King and
Star Pubs & Bars/Heineken) only deferring
the payment of rents rather than cancelling
them, but also suggesting that the pubs
should use the grants and loans mentioned
above to pay them! Admiral Taverns is an
exception and was quick to cancel rents for
its tenants until they could reopen.
I would urge the readers to look up the

“With regards to the impact on the business
suffice to say it's been pretty cataclysmic
with complete loss of revenue to both the
brewery and the pub. The government fiscal
initiatives, along with revenue from the
delivery service will help us to continue to pay
our staff in full (depending on the length of
the closure) and should ensure that we are
able to return at full capacity once the
lockdown is lifted. The delivery service also
allows us to maintain a relationship with our
regulars which we feel is vital.

My main concern is the aftermath and if
people will be going out or tightening their
belts. I think the government need to ensure
the general public have cash in their pockets
if they want the 'economic bounce back' they

The man known as Chris P Duck submitted a
long article based on a week spent in
Scarborough over Christmas and New Year,
2019. These are two extracts from his diary.

Scarborough: 27th Dec–2nd Jan
Friday 27 Dec
Because of the journey not being too long we
called in Driffield, where I had never been
before. I soon found the GBG Butchers Dog
on one of the main streets close to the
railway station, this being a traditional

micropub with friendly service. I had Abbey
Christmas and Slater’s Blitzen with other cask
ales coming from Beartown, Atomic & Slater’s.
An excellent venue but we moved on for a
quick half at the Spread Eagle. I saw Wold
T o p Zeus & Wold Hop Spurs house ale and
asked the landlord if he was a Tottenham fan
- he then adopted mock grumpy landlord mode
quoting “I hate Mourinho” with further rage
when his horse on the televised race was
unplaced after leading. I had already had
Slater’s Blitzen and declined his Spurs ale
(more rage) so plumped for Bosun’s Jingle
Bells which was quite decent. A very
entertaining brief visit here to this back
street corner local.
On arrival at our apartment in the South Bay
area, we found that the Cask Inn, one of
many tall and old buildings in the town, was
very close by and whilst the burger meal was
great in terms of quality and size, the ale
selection being from Marston’s, Banks’s &
Theakston’s was of predictable moderate
quality. There were a large number of pubs on
my list so due to time constraints a return
visit was not forthcoming.
That evening we then walked to the sea front
on the south bay and tried the bar in the
Scottish themed Highlander Hotel where
u n f o r t u n a t e l y m y c h o i c e o f Camerons
Strongarm was off so I had to have Tetleys
Cask rather than Wainwright or Bombardier.
It was OK for a one-off visit and the same
proved to be the case at the Rivelyn Hotel.
With only Scarborough Chinook on the bar, it
was disappointing not to see more ales in this
brewery run pub, although at least it cost
only £2-90. We then walked back across the
main A165 down to the Valley Road and the
GBG Cellars Bar. There were very few people
in and the welcome was not initially great but
I managed to get the barman talking about
beer eventually. My Bingley Christmas Comet
and Daleside Monkey Wrench were good; on a
later visit I had the Camerons Strongarm with
Durham White Gold not tried and 2 empty
sticks. The return visit was on New Year’s
Eve when we were treated to free food and
much friendlier staff.

Thursday, 2nd Jan
On our last day we took a walk around the
impressive Peasholm Park at the north end of
the town with grand trees and lakes where a
Kingfisher sat prominently on a line of
Christmas lights. After returning for lunch
we set off back into the town shops and then
t o t h e Merchant which is a rustic Irish
themed bar featuring lots of wood. An
interesting café bar with Revolutions Swoon
Chocolate Milk Stout, an excellent drink
preferred to Welbeck Abbey Bar Humbug with
a few keg options to boot. Next, to the
Golden Ball which is a Samuel Smiths pub by
the harbour with the usual Old Brewery Bitter
which was cheap and OK. The normal house
rules on swearing and mobile phones were
displayed – I had left my phone on charge and
forgotten to bring it so I wanted to say “You
can’t get me for the latter as I have left the
*@!&*ing thing in the flat!” but decided it was
not a good idea.

Back up the town to the GBG Indigo Alley
which I had not visited before but had a good
range of ales. Scarborough Chinook & Trident,
Springhead Chocolate Orange Odyssey and
NRB Flying Herbert were the choices with the
latter being one of the best all week. It is a
very basic room with bare floorboards,
musical equipment all over the place and bikes
hanging on the wall. A pool table took up
about half the room and there were hardly
any tables so we were glad that there were
not many people in.The barman was involved
with Scarborough Brewery and offered info
and tasters before handing me some pump
clips as a memento of my visit.
On we went to the nearby Scarborough Flyer,
the purpose here was to get food and very
good quality and value it was too. As a
Stonegate pub I did not expect great ales
but the enthusiastic barman patrolling an
enormous bar with very few patrons did bend
the rules to let me have GK Abbot as the best
of the 4 national ales. Not the best drink to
finish with but it was OK and I had tried
loads of different ales, mainly local, in 20
Scarborough pubs and 10 pubs elsewhere
during the week so there is a lot to go at with
most having some merit. Chris P Duck.

The regular readers will know that “In The
Sticks” publishes a list of beer festivals both
local and further afield. But I mean, who
actually goes to the ones in St Austell,
Edinburgh or Dover? Well, HH and Trigger
do...

Kent Hopper (aka Dover 'n' Out)
Day 1: Met Trigger on 7th Feb at Derby
train station for the 9.31 to St Pancras – but
we had a bit of luck as the previous train was
running late and so got us in a little early.
With time to spare we took the opportunity
to visit the JDW Barrel Vault, here sampling
Portobello Brewing Autumn Red (4.4%) and By
The Horns Stiff Upper Lip (3.8%). We then only
had to go back upstairs for the 11.37 to
Dover – it's just an hour's journey nowadays
(if on time). We headed straight down to the
Winter Festival but noticing quite a long
queue waiting for the 2.00 pm opening, we
decided to carry on further up the road a
couple of hundred yards to the Thirsty
Scarecrow (micro). This mainly offers ciders
& perries but always stocks a couple of real
ales so we stopped and sampled the Old Dairy
Brewery Blue Top (4.8%). We then returned
to the festival by which time the queues had
gone and we went straight in. With nothing on
offer under 5% we tried Musket Brewery
Powder Burn (5.0%) Two By Two East Coast
Red (5.5%), Time & Tide ESB (5.8%) and
Breakwater Calico Jack (6.2%).

Leaving the festival, we went back up the
road to find the Breakwater Brewery Tap
where we were afforded a warm welcome and
sampled their 90/- Wee Heavy (6.5%) and
Handpicked Gold (4.2%). We then went back
into the town centre to the Hoptimist
Taproom & Bar (micro - formerly the Mash
Tun) where we tried Breakwater Cow Juice
(4.2%). We had thought about visiting the
Cullin's Yard brew pub on the Dover Marina
but with the beer being dreadful the last two
times I had been there we both decided to
give it a miss. Instead, we backed up a couple
of streets to Didler's favourite micro-pub in
Dover, (The) Lanes where we were again
afforded a warm welcome. Of the five ales on
offer, we tried Old Dairy Über Brew (3.8%)
and Tonbridge Countryman (4.0%).

Leaving Dover for the time being, we took the
short walk back to the train station and
commuted up to Ramsgate. To those planning
to head down this way, note that outside the
station there is a loop bus about every 10-15
minutes going both ways and the Kent lads
[Thanet CAMRA?] have produced a sheet
showing where GBG pubs are and thus making
it easier to find pubs. First up was the
Hovelling Boat Inn micro-pub for a half of
Gadds' Black Pearl Oyster Stout (6.2%) and
then up the hill to the multi-level Artillery
Arms where we ordered Gadds' No. 5 (3.6%).
Using the loop bus again, we visited two more
micro-pubs: firstly the Conqueror Alehouse
where we tried NauticAles Maiden Voyage
(4.2%) and Gadds' SheSells SeaShells (4.7%),
and then the NauticAles brew-pub itself
where we found the same selection of beers.
And finally, it was back down to Dover to our
digs for the night.

(4.3%). We weren't even charged to get in!
The next three pubs, all along the High
Street, were as follows: Handsome Sam
(Goacher's Best Dark Ale – 4 . 0 % ) , Ship
Centurion (The Canterbury Ales Pardoner's Ale
– 3 . 8 % ) a n d Black Dog (M c C a n n s The
Troubadour – 4.5%). That was the last visit
before the Whitstable vs Hastings football
which was a new ground for Trigger and, just
for the record, ended in a 1-1 draw. And so
the journey back to St Pancras and home. A
great trip in Kent - won't be long before I'm
back. HH.

which drank well.
Returning to Clay Cross, I discovered that
despite believing that the Rykneld Turnpyke
opens at noon at weekends, it was firmly
closed at 12-45 with no signs of life. After
the trip I learned that Saturday opening had
been revised to 13.00.... so I only just missed
it. Although I could have lingered in Clay
Cross, I decided to get ahead of my plan but
due to a cancelled service and a 40 minute
wait for the next bus I eventually resolved to
call at the Alfreton pubs before, rather than
after my Jacksdale visit.
My first call was at What's Your Poison, a
micro-pub on the High Street. This is a
splendid little watering hole and was offering
a nice selection of beers across its six
wickets - mine host was also amiable. My
choices were Beermats Ultimate Red Ale
(4.9%) (just OK), Grasshopper Cone Head IPA
(5.2%) (very nice and the best of the three)
a n d Revolutions Swoon Fudge Milk Stout
(4.5%) (nice but a touch sweet). I then looked
in at the King Alfred (owned by Pub People),
where there were lots of wickets but just one
occupied with Pheasantry Best (3.8%), despite
the pub being busy. The Blue Bell, a sports
orientated boozer with several TV screens,
only had a couple of mainstream beers on
offer so I wasn't encouraged to linger.

Clay Cross to Ripley, 8th Feb

Day 2: We caught the train up to Faversham
but realising that we were running early, we
decided to bail out at Canterbury East where
there was a choice of two “oh-no-notanother” 'Spoons. It was a short walk to the
nearest (Thomas Ingoldsby) where we nursed
a half of Frome Brewery Gulp IPA (4.8%) for
half an hour! It was then back to the station
and up the line to Faversham. First up was the
Bear Inn on the Market Place, a great old
pub, Faversham's oldest, dating back to the
16th century. We sampled the Shepherd
Neame Master Brew (3.7%) [just to say you'd
visited! Ed]. Now moving back towards the
station we stopped off at Furlong's micropub where we found a brilliant line of 6 handpumps from which we sampled Hopdaemon
Skrimshander IPA (4.5%). Then it was to the
Corner Tap (another micro) for a Northern
Whisper Beltie (4.8%) and finally, only yards
from the station, the long-time GBG Elephant
for a swift half of Westerham 1965 Special
Bitter Ale (4.8%).
It was now back to the station for the
journey to Whitstable, our last “port of call”
in Kent. We were on our way to the Handsome
Sam micro-pub but, passing the Whitstable
Labour Club and seeing 2-3 hand-pumps
through the window, we called in to a warm
welcome and for a swift of Gadds' Seasider

There was a two pronged thrust which drove
this Spin, firstly to revisit the Rykneld
Turnpyke in Clay Cross, home to Instant Karma
brewery and secondly to pursue a visit to the
Poachers Ale House (micro-pub) in Jacksdale.
The Trent Barton Rainbow One (NottinghamAlfreton) bus service is a bit complex - there
are frequent Rainbow & Rapid One buses from
Nottingham as far as Eastwood, but then
some go off to Ripley via Heanor, whilst
others head to Alfreton with half of those
routed via Jacksdale and the other half
travelling via Selston..... are you keeping up at
the back! [The Rapid One service was
cancelled by Trent-Barton on 29th March.
Ed].
Whilst researching the pubs in Clay Cross I
discovered tha t the Three Horseshoes
offers breakfast all morning, in a similar
fashion to 'Spoons, so that was my first call,
arriving around 11-00. Service was not as
sprightly as 'Spoons, but when the food came
it was rather impressive and reasonable IMO
at £6-45, including a coffee - quality
ingredients and it was hot. On the beer front
the Neepsend Blonde was enjoyed. On leaving
here I decided to call at the Blue Bell in
North Wingfield first, which is a short bus
ride away (54/54a). The Blue Bell is housed in
an old Chantry House dating from 1488, close
by the local church. It has been nicely
modernised internally and has a sizeable
extension to one side for dining and
functions. The bar has 3 wickets, one with
Greene King Abbot and two from Peak Ales - I
chose Great Ridge (4.5%) from the latter,

So it was back to the bus station and an ontime departure to Jacksdale, a journey of
around 20 minutes. The Rainbow One stops
outside the Poachers Ale House and the
return stop is opposite... splendid! The pub is
popular with dog walkers - in fact it reminded
me of a mini-Crufts and I felt quite
undressed as I did not have one! It is a
modern, split-level bar with the back area,
where the bar is located, up one step. On the
4 wickets, there were two from Grasshopper:
Nymph and Cone Head IPA (already sampled
in Alfreton), and one each from Nottingham
Brewery (Centurion Mild - 4.9%) and Black Iris
(Snake Eyes - 3.8%). I sampled Grasshopper
Nymph (4.2%) and the Centurion Mild, both
good brews while watching the antics of the
many pooches, some of which were plain show
offs.
I t h e n h e a d e d o f f t o Ripley w hich

unfortunately included an unwelcome 15
minute wait in the cold for a connection in
Leabrooks, but the bus drops you only a
couple of minutes from the Talbot. Rob, the
new landlord, is settling in and we enjoyed
Beery Banter whilst I sampled Imperial Nah
Then ( 4 . 5 % ) a n d St Austell/Bath Ales
Lansdown West Coast IPA (5.0%). I did enjoy
both brews. Rob is always on the look-out for
interesting beer and on my recommendation
will be contacting New Bristol Brewery.

station there was just time for a couple of
final halves in the Brunswick: Hop & Stagger
(Bridgnorth) Triple Hop IPA (5.0%) and Cross
B a y Red IPA (4.0%), the latter being
particularly refreshing. So there you have it –
despite the vagaries of the bus services,
things got back on track from Alfreton
onwards and in the end it was as enjoyable as
usual. the.chair.

My next call was at the JDW Red Lion, where
Andrew Brett, who used to organise the
South Normanton beer festival, orders the
beers for this pub. I thoroughly enjoyed my
Bradfield Farmers Steel Cow (4.5%) pale which
was in top notch order. Across the Market
Place is the Thorn Tree (Pub People) and a
very different experience to the King Alfred
in Alfreton. It is a medium-sized pub with
comfy, bench-style seating. Normally you can
bank on at least one Pentrich brew but not on
this occasion, so I plumped for the Acorn
Enigma IPA (5.0%), and that slipped down
nicely. On now to my last call in Ripley, the
recently opened Tom Said micro-pub on Well
Street. I have been impressed with much
good beer on offer on my two previous visits.
This time it was two beers from new-to-me
brewery, Raven Hill located in rural East
Yorkshire. I sampled their Tiramasu Porter
(5.8%) which proved to be very tasty and
Falstaff Baldrick (4.0%) - two very different
beers which sort of complemented each
another.

On the rather inclement morning of February
22nd I got to Derby station where I caught
the 9.15 Newcastle train and alighted at
Doncaster from where I got a connection to
Beverley. I arrived just after 11.30 and had a
10-minute walk to my first port of call, the
White Horse Inn on Hengate, known locally
as “Nellies”. This Grade II listed Sam Smith's
house* is an absolute gem, a warren of rooms
and nooks and crannies and more open fires
than you can shake a stick at (especially the
one in the old kitchen). Well worth a visit and
the Old Brewery Bitter was quite acceptable.

On leaving Tom Said it is a two minute walk to
the Market Place and my Comet back to
Derby. Since I was heading for the train

T' Nellies 'n' back

I then moved on to the JDW Cross Keys on
Lairgate, a bit of a come down as you can
imagine. There were 5 beers on offer of
which I went for Rudgate Chocolate Stout but
it wasn't up to much. The GBG Green Dragon
just around the corner on Saturday Market
(where there did happen to be a Saturday
market) was next up where there were 8
beers on the 10 hand pumps and I plumped
for Northern Monk Eternal, probably the best
drink of the day thus far. There were
another couple of GBG pubs close by: at the
Dog & Duck I opted for Skinners Cornish
Knocker of the 6 rather pedestrian beers on
hand-pump and in the Chequers Micropub the

selection was considerably better and I
sampled North Riding Honey Stout and Brew
York Fossa of the 4 beers on the sticks. I
had intended to drop off at Cottingham to
visit the 2 GBG pubs there but when I
checked the train times I found that all but
one of the trains back to Hull were cancelled.
So heading back to the station I had time to
call in at the 2 remaining GBG pubs in the
town. The Monks Walk is situated close to
the impressive Minster on Highgate and had 4
wickets on the go. I had a very nice Wold Top
Scarborough Fair before finishing off in the
Sun Inn where the beers selection was so
uninspiring I forgot to make a note but I
think I had York Guzzler.
I got back to the train station with 10
minutes to spare with the train already on
the platform, but 5 minutes after it should
have left, someone came round saying we
could be waiting 2 hours for a replacement
bus! So I told him just what I thought of
Northern Trains and got a service bus back
to Hull. I got off early so I could call in at
the GBG St John's Hotel on Queens Rd,
which had 6 beers from the Marston's stable,
with Wychwood Dirty Tackle being very poor –
still, I got to use the toilet. I got a Hull
Trains service back to Doncaster where I had
time for a swift half in the Draughtsman
whilst waiting for the delayed Northern Train
back to Sheffield. My expected connection,
the Plymouth train was delayed but so
fortunately was the previous Reading train, so
I got on that! An eminently forgettable day
(apart from Nellies). Rodders.
*On the National Inventory of Historic Pub
Interiors

Beer Festival Diary – Near and Not so Near
No, sorry, still nothing
Well that’s all for this issue folks. If you have any info or news which could be included in a subsequent issue of “In the Sticks” please contact
Charisma Bypass on 07891 365887 or Snug Dave at snugdave@virginmedia.com by the 23rd of the month.

Edited by Snug Dave

Discliamer: Whlie evrey effrot has been mdae to ensrue tehre are no tygrocaphipal erorrs in tihs newlttseer, at tiems,
smoe wlil silp throguh the net, for whcih we apologise. Pernosally, I thnik my comtuper is dylxesic.

